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you are a brave man, and we are all friends now.” Appar-
ently the old man considered this reminiscence an excellent
jest, for he laughed heartily.

No tribe consider revenge a more sacred duty than the Win-
rebagoes. It was their ancient custom to take five lives for
one, and it is notorious on the frontiers, that no blood of theirs
has been shed, even in modern days, that has not been fully
avenged. They used, too, to wear some part of the body of a
slain enemy about them as a testimonial of prowess. We well
remember a grim Winnebago, who was wont to present him-
self before the whites, who passed the Portage of the Fox and
Wisconsin Rivers, with a human hand hanging on his breast.
He had taken it from a Yankee soldier at Tippecanoe.

It was not difficult to stir up such a people to hostility, and,
moreover, circumstances favored the design of the Dakotas.
There is, or was, a village of Winnebagoes on the Black River,
not far from the Dakota town of which Wa-bashaw is chief.
The two tribes are descended from the same stock, as their
languages abundantly prove, and the claims of common origin
have been strenghtened by frequent intermarriages. Now, it
happened, that at the time when Too-pun-kah Zeze was put
to death at Fort Snelling, the Red-Bird was absent from his
Winnebago village, on an expedition against the Chippewas.
He returned unsuccessful, and, consequently, sullen and mal-
content.  Till this time, he had been noted among his tribe for
his friendly disposition towards the “men with hats,” as the
Indians call the whites, and among the traders, for his scrupu-
lous honesty. Iowever, this man, from whom no white per-
son beyond the frontier would have anticipated injury, was
easily induced to commit a bloody and unprovoked outrage.

Certain Dakota ambassadors arrived at the Red-Bird’s vil-
lage, with a lie in their mouths. “You have become a by-
word of reproach among us,” said they; “you have just given
the Chippewas reason to laugh at you, and the Big Knives also
laugh at yon. Lo! while they were among you, they dared
not offend you, but now they have caused Wa-man-goos-ga-
ra-ha and his companion to be put to death, and they have



